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TO: SFSP Sponsors MEMO CODE: 08-03
FROM: Cynthia Ervin, SFSP Coordinator
SUBJECT: Operation of Child Nutrition Programs during andemic

The Child Nutrition Programs are designed to supjostitutional feeding operations. The
authorizing statues assume that programs will d@énaa congregate setting, whether in schools
or child care facilities. During the outbreak @ngemic disease, public health officials
anticipate the need for “social distancing” as anseof minimizing the spread of iliness by
limiting person-to-person contact. Thus, when @logistancing measures are in effect, schools
and other facilities may be closed, and operatiche Child Nutrition Programs will probably

not be possible.

School facilities and equipment normally used & dperation of the National School Lunch
Program (NSLP) or the School Breakfast Program (SB#&y be used for other activities during
a pandemic outbreak. In addition, in a Presidéwdeclared disaster, Program commaodities
and other foods would be available for distributiotommunity groups of public agencies.
However, although school facilities or commoditesild be used, their use would not be related
to the NSLP or SBP.

Finally, depending on the nature and scope of threak, the Agency may waive some
Program requirements in areas adjacent to, bullirexdtly affected by, a pandemic outbreak.
Provisions relating to operational procedures,eeviequirements, or meal patterns have been
waived, either on a short-term or a longer-termdyas previous disasters. The usefulness and
applicability of such waives during a pandemic vehuf course, be dependent on the scope of
the outbreak and the limitations on person-to-pemtact in any given area.

Please contact my office if you have any furthegsiions concerning the possible operation of
Child Nutrition Programs during the outbreak of gamic disease.
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